All Wrapped Up
A 5-Act Christmas Skit

Premise:  The audience is studying two similar families as they live out their respective December lives and handle the pressures of the season a little differently.  This is particularly effective when performed on each of the five Sundays between Thanksgiving and Christmas.
Actors required:

Narrator

Johnny B. Blessing, Christ-focused father

Carolyn B. Blessing, Christ-focused mother

Luke Blessing, Christ-focused teenage son

Grace Blessing, Christ-focused teenage daughter

Billy K. Haus, Season-focused father

Betty K. Haus, Season-focused mother

Burt K. Haus, Season-focused teenage son

Belinda K. Haus, Season-focused teenage daughter

Setting:  Two living rooms are in place stage left and stage right.  Each Act begins with actors in position in both scenes while the narrator delivers the set-up dialogue downstage center.

Act I

Narrator:  Many of you are probably wondering why we have the two living room displays set-up here on stage.

I know what you are thinking, but no, even though Pastor Joe loves Starbucks, we are not turning the stage into a Starbucks coffee lounge.  But don’t think he hasn’t tried!
We have built these living room displays because you are going to study the families that live in these rooms during the month of December.  They are families just like you might find right here and we want to see how they handle the Christmas season.
Their fathers do the same job, have the same boss, and the kids attend the same schools.  These families even attend the same church.  They might be sitting next to you this morning, or you might even be one of these families.
We will watch each week as their actions and discussions give us insight into how both families experience Christmas.
The Johnny B. Blessing family might be folks that you interact with before a church service, during choir practice, or in a committee meeting.

The Billy K. Haus family could be people that you see in Bible Study or around town.  They might serve on several committees because they are involved in everything.

So, come.  Join us this holiday season as we peek through the windows to see what these families are wrapped up in.
(Narrator exists and lights focus on Betty K. Haus is in her living room stressfully (fervently writing and erasing) reviewing their December calendar full of parties and events.  Her husband, Billy, enters with a box of decorations.)
Billy:  OK, here’s the last of the decorations (Drops box to the floor by a partially decorated tree)…Ooo, honey, that December calendar you are working on looks packed with stuff.  Just give me the list of “got to attends…”
Betty:  (Reading from a notepad.)  OK.  Three different performances of “The Nutcracker”, 2 soccer parties, 2 basketball parties, 3 school parties, the Sunday School party, 2 parades, including one all-night float-building session, your work party, 3 family Christmas trees, 4 concerts, and a night with the Grizwalds driving through the El Dorado light display.

Billy:  (Ranting and raving.)  Oh no, not El Dorado with the Grillwelds again!  I’m telling you what, I’m driving this year.  Because we rode in that car of his with a stickshift last year, and he just about popped my head off (Billy simulates going up and down and starting and stopping) Back and forth, stop and start, going up and down those hills…man, those Grillwelds can’t get enough of Christmas lights, it makes me sick.
Betty:  Settle down there Billy.  It is your year to drive.

Billy:  Good!  I’m taking the short route.
Betty:  (Tentatively) We do have one conflict to discuss.
Billy:  What is it?

Betty:  The Davidson’s daughter is in “The Nutcracker” Saturday night, the same night as your office party…
Billy:  (Interrupting)  Don’t be messing with my office party, Betty.  That is the most important event this season.  And do you know why it is the most important event this season, Betty?  Do you?  Do you?  No no, don’t try to answer because I am going to tell you.  It is the most important event this season because, if it goes well, I will get a big, huge, fat bonus as well as a promotion that will put me in that corner office.  You know, the one with that great space for displaying my city championship bowling trophy?  We are just going to have to miss the show.
Betty:  (Pleading) But she’s the Mouse King this year.
(The teens, Burt and Belinda enter.)

Burt and Belinda:  Hi, Mom.  Hi, Dad.

(Billy and Betty do not acknowledge the teens.)

Billy:  (sarcastically) Oh, sure, I’ll just say, “Hey boss, I’m gonna be really late for the big party because I have to go watch a royal rat neighbor of mine perform…..as a matter of fact, sometimes she can be a royal rat!  You know what he’s gonna say Betty?  Do you?  Do you?  No no, don’t try to answer because I’m gonna tell you.  He’s gonna say, “Well then Mr. K. Haus, YOU’RE FIRED!”.  It’s just not gonna work Betty.

(Burt and Belinda slink out.  Never acknowledged by Billy and Betty.)

Betty:  It would mean a lot to her and besides, it would be good for us to be seen at the theater, because remember, “image is everything”.
Billy:  (Cooling down.)  Well, you’re right that it would be good to be seen around the theater.  (Pauses to think.)  OK.  We can go, but we leave as soon as that little rat dies.  That way we won’t miss too much of the party and my career won’t die along with the mouse king.
Betty:  Thanks, honey.  Now I need to wrap a present for the gift exchange of my coffee group.  This year I’m not going to be outdone by that Sally.  I made sure that I charged an expensive gift, since we don’t have the cash right now.  I want everyone to know how successful we are, because you know what they say, “Image is everything”!
Billy:  I can’t believe the gift-giving starts so early…

Betty:  What do you think about this Christmas with Pilgrims wrapping paper?

(The lights go down and the scene moves to the Blessings.  Carolyn is in the living room wrapping a present as Johnny enters carrying a box of decorations.)
Johnny:  OK, here’s our box of decorations.  (Johnny gently places the box on the floor.  The tree has no decorations.)  You know, as I was looking at our decorations that the kids have made, it reminded me of how sad it is that Christmas has become so commercialized.  What can we do to help those kids of ours get through it all with the right focus?
Carolyn:  Well Johnny, I thought last year went pretty well with them giving some of their things to the Care Center and visiting people at Mom’s nursing home.  And then taking that Christmas Eve meal to that family whose Dad lost his job in October really helped them appreciate what they had and how blessed we were.
Johnny:  You are right, Carolyn.  That meal was a good project that helped them understand that the focus at Christmas should be on others.

Carolyn:  Do you think that they are old enough to handle serving a meal at a homeless shelter?  It is a wonderful thing to do, but the reality is tough to handle emotionally.

Johnny:  That may be a little too strong for this year.
Carolyn:  How about that inner city mission thing on Saturday?
Johnny:  That would be good, but our company party is that night.  I think it is important to attend the party because it is one of the best opportunities to tell those that I work with about Jesus and I love having you there with your unique perspective.
Carolyn:  You’re right about that.  That is definitely your mission field and it is important that we use the opportunities we are given.

Johnny:  Let’s just plan on doing the Care Center donation and visiting the nursing home.  That way our time is free to do whatever God sends along.   Who knows what He’ll want us to do this year.  It’s exciting just to think about it!
(The kids, Grace and Luke, enter.)

Grace and Luke:  Hi Mom.  Hi Dad.

Johnny:  Hi kids!  Hey, your Mom and I were just talking about the things we did last Christmas to help others.  Any ideas for this year?
Luke:  Well, Grace and I know lots of kids at school that need help this year.
Johnny:  Good idea, Luke!  Hey Carolyn, why don’t you stop by the school office next week and see if the staff can identify a couple of families in Grace or Luke’s grade that we could help out this year.  And kids, why don’t you ask your teachers for ideas, too?
Well, we didn’t have to wait long for God to provide that direction.

(Family laughs.)

Grace:  Hey Mom, what are you working on?

Carolyn:  Oh, just a little early Christmas gift for the pastor’s wife.  Do you like this “Jesus sleeping in a manger” wrapping paper?

(Lights go dark.)
Act II
Narrator:  Last week we got a picture of the busy December that the Billy K. Haus family has ahead.  It is just chock full of parties, parades, and performances.

Then we saw the Blessings take a little different approach by leaving much of their time unscheduled for whatever God may bring their way.

Come, let us peek into their world again today to see how those different ideas are working out…
(Narrator exits and scene opens with Billy and Betty in their living room stressing over gifts plans.  Billy is working on his laptop.)

Billy:  Sometimes those kids of ours drive me crazy.  By the way, where are they?  I don’t know that I have seen them in three days.

Betty:  They’ve been at parties the last three nights, as well as tonight.  You know how important it is for them to be part of the “in” crowd and hang out with the popular kids.  As they say, “image is everything”.  (Billy mockingly mouths “image is everything” with her.)
Billy:  Oh…Well why can’t they ever want items that are easy to get?  I am so sick of fighting it out with other parents on Ebay.
Betty:  (Handing a list to Billy)  Well, why don’t you take a break at 2AM and run up to Wallyworld and pick up these gifts?
Billy:  Why at 2AM?

Betty:  Because that is when the lines are the shortest.

Billy:  There are lines at 2AM?

Betty:  There are always lines, but they start thinning out about 1:30AM, when they start restocking.  Besides, we don’t want people seeing us buying our Christmas presents at Wallyworld.  The kids would rather have their stuff from the designer mall down the road.  We don’t want our friends thinking we can’t afford name brand stuff from name brand stores for our kids…after all, “image is everything”. (Billy mockingly mouths “image is everything” with her.)

Billy:  You are out of your mind.  Besides, I can’t leave the bidding on this Harley jacket or the X-box.

Betty:  Yeah, well, Wallyworld is a hot spot in more ways than one, so take your bidding with you, Mr. Wireless Multi-tasker.

Billy:  (Indignant) Well, what are you doing about getting those designer sunglasses and the Gucci purse?
Betty:  I bought the purse from one of those roadside vendors today.  I looks just like a real Gucci.  I don’t think she’ll notice that it’s really not.  Besides, I got a great deal on it.  The sunglasses are on your list.  Watch out for the falling prices.
Billy:  (Dejectedly)   All right, you win. (Rises to leave.)

Betty:  Hey, before you go, what do you think about this “People in checkout lines” wrapping paper?

(Lights go down and the scene moves to the Blessings.  Johnny, Carolyn, and their kids, Grace and Luke, have just finished watching a Christmas season movie.)

Carolyn:  You know Johnny, I just love watching that movie every year as a family.
Johnny:  I do too, honey.  That may be my favorite Christmas movie.  (Turning to kids.)  So kids, what do you think we should take away from this movie?

Grace:  It makes me thankful for the family that I have.  It also makes me realize how important it is to be obedient to God’s direction and not worry about what others say or think about you.
Luke:  It makes me wonder if there is something that we could do to help somebody this Christmas.  It seems that, in the movie, they found the real Christmas spirit by helping other people.
Carolyn:  Those are some pretty impressive observations kids.  Is there something specific that you think you would like to do?

Luke:  I was thinking about that new kid from that the coast whose home was hit by a hurricane this year.  He probably won’t have much of a Christmas.  He lost his Dad in the storm and he and his Mom are living with a sick aunt.  Maybe we should decorate their house for them.

Grace:  And he has a sister.  I could give her some of my clothes, and have her over for a movie.  You know, some of the kids at school, and even some from our church youth group, have really been giving them a hard time because they don’t have nice clothes and sometimes their clothes don’t match.  It’s really sad.
Johnny:  It is sad, Grace, but sometimes even Christians can get more caught up in appearances than on being obedient to what God’s Word tells us.  And sometimes we can fool ourselves into thinking that we are obedient because we’re at church every Sunday or we serve on committees or are involved in other ministries in the church.
But you guys flagged some great ideas there.  Let’s focus on those and any others that God’s guides us to.
Grace:  Mom, can I help wrap the gifts?

Carolyn:  Sure, how about this “Friends Helping Friends” wrapping paper?

(Lights go dark.)
Act III
Narrator:  Well, a couple of weeks back we took a look at how a couple of families, just like you might encounter right here, dealt with the busyness of the holiday season.

Then last week we saw how obedience to the purpose of this season played into their December lives.

This week we pull back the drapes to discover how the purpose of life is reflected in what they do and say…

(Narrator exists and the K. Haus family are all sitting in the living room.)

Billy: (Ranting.)  I still cannot believe that Jimmy Wayne knocked me into the punch bowl right there in front of my boss and everybody.  I was just wondering if he actually ever played in the NFL.  Apparently he didn’t and it’s a sore subject with him.  It was like I was some kind of rag doll, just bouncing around with no control…I mean…I was just joking with the boss about how ex-football players have such a difficult time integrating into society when suddenly BAM…Jimmy Wayne steps up and all I can see is orange slices and ice cubes…

Betty:  (Fighting back a laugh)  …What about the green sherbert draining off your face?…
Billy:  (Shooting a stern look at Betty)  Watch it little missy.  Unless you want me to get going on that hors d’oeuvres dive that you took after slipping in the sherbert.  I bet you are still finding those fish eggs in your ear.
(The kids, Burt and Belinda, are aghast at the argument.)

Betty:  (Angry.)  Billy Ray K. Haus.  You stop that right now.  None of that would have happened if you had just a little of the Christmas spirit.  You were just angry because the play took so long.  How was I supposed to know that they had rewritten the story because the kid playing the Nutcracker broke his leg last week?  Who would have thought that the Mouse King would be the one taking Clara through the Land of Sweets?
Billy:  Well, what is it that you think Christmas is all about?...Huh…Huh…  I think it is about getting a bonus at work, which probably won’t happen this year thanks to Jimmy Wayne.  Oh yeah, and watching hours and hours of football, basketball, and hockey.

(Family stares at him.)

Betty:  Well, Christmas for me is a diamond necklace from my husband and being seen at all the right events because, as they say, “Image is everything”(Entire family sarcastically mouths “Image is everything” with her).
(Family stares at her.)

Burt:  You both have it all wrong.  Christmas is about the kids.  Getting them to and from parties, giving them extra freedom to party, and getting them the gifts that they want.

Belinda:  Yeah.  I think you two spend way too much time doing things for yourselves and getting things for yourselves and not enough time doing and getting stuff for me.(Belinda feigns crying.)    
Billy:  You two are better off than most kids I know, so be happy with that….good grief, look at the time.  The Icemen and Polar Bears face-off in five minutes!

(Billy exits excitedly.)

Belinda:  Mom, is that a present for me?

Betty:  No, honey, this is a pair of socks for your dad.  What do you think about this “football and diamonds” wrapping paper?

(Focus moves to all four Blessings gathered in their living room.)
Carolyn:  I felt so bad for Betty and Billy when they destroyed the food and punch table.  That had to be so embarrassing.

Johnny:  Yeah, I am not surprised that it happened, though, because Billy puts so much importance on a good showing at the company party.  He just gets so stressed out that a meltdown like that is unavoidable.  It is just a matter of time.  Plus, you just have to careful about Jimmy Wayne’s football career.  He is pretty touchy about it. 
Carolyn:  Although it does seem that promotions go to those that “perform” well at the holiday party…
Johnny:  Who knows all the factors that go into promotions.  I just know that office politics makes people do some crazy things.
The important thing from the party was that we were able to visit with Bill.  Since he lost his wife to cancer earlier this year he has been living in a shield of depression.  (to Betty) Hearing about how Jesus really cares about him from you seemed to be something that began cracking that shield.  I am excited about getting to follow-up with him this week about it.

Carolyn:  He seemed like a really nice guy and I did notice how he got more animated after we told him that Jesus cared for him.

I also really liked visiting with Jenny.  She initially seemed pretty down about her divorce finalizing last week, but by the time we left, we had a shopping date scheduled. 

Luke:  Maybe you can get her and her kids to come to church and then have the kids hang out here with us while you go shopping together.
Carolyn:  That’s a good idea, Luke.  I know that there are other things that all of us could be doing on Sunday afternoons, but I think that helping others is more important than doing things for us.  (to Grace.)  Would you mind helping fix lunch that day so that I could visit some with Jenny?

Grace:  I don’t mind.  In fact, that sounds like fun!

Johnny:  (to Luke.)  Hey, the weather is supposed to be nice Sunday.  Maybe we can take her sons over to the park and play some football.

Luke:  That works for me.  I bet I can get some of our youth group guys to join us, as well.
Grace:  (to Carolyn)  What are you working on there, Mom?
Carolyn:  This is just a little something to help Betty get her mind off the office party fiasco.  What do you think about this “John 3:16” wrapping paper?

(Lights go dark.)
ACT IV
Narrator:  Over the past three weeks we have seen how a couple of families just like yours has dealt with various aspects of this Christmas season.  The business, the obedience to the purpose of the season, and the response to the call of Christmas.

Today let’s wipe the frost off the window pane and see what aspect they are dealing with today.

(Billy is working on the laptop, Betty is working on Christmas cards.)

Billy:  Oh, no!

Betty:  (Startled.)  What happened?!

Billy:  I just did a “Buy it now” on a Harley jacket!

Betty:  That’s great, because those things are impossible to get.

Billy:  But I got caught up in the moment and didn’t look close enough.  It is a “Harry, David & Son” jacket.  They make fruitcakes in Iowa…Why would they even have a jacket to sell?

Betty:  Maybe Burt won’t notice, or better yet, will love the uniqueness.

Billy:  You don’t understand.  The jacket is fluorescent orange with an imprint of a big “Harry, David, & Son” fruitcake can on the back.

Betty:  That probably won’t be acceptable to Burt…

Billy:  Oh, and get this.  On the front it has “America’s #1 fruit cake”.

Betty:   Well…uh…umm…I don’t know that I can help you…Maybe give it to your mother because she probably America’s #1 fruitcake, too.
(Billy slams his laptop closed, shooting a cold steel look at Betty, and slowly exits, never taking his eyes off her or losing his scowl.)

(Belinda enters, not acknowledged by Billy.)

Belinda:  Hi, Dad (Giving Billy a worried look.).  Hi, Mom.  Hey, Mom what are you doing?

Betty:  Working on our Christmas cards, would you like to help?

Belinda:  No time, I need the car keys.
Billy: (From offstage.)  Oh, no.  The Christmas lights around the front porch are out again.

Burt: (From offstage.)  Hey, Dad.  The fan on that blow-up Rudolph in the front yard got stuck in reverse and the only thing left intact is his little red nose.

Belinda:  …Hey is that a big colored egg on those cards?

Betty:  Yes it is.

Belinda:  (Disgusted.)  Mom.  That is so lame, those are Easter cards.

Betty:  Oh…well I thought they were real pretty, and I got a great deal on them.

Billy:  (From offstage.)  OK, Burt.  I fixed the lights.  Plug’em back in son.
Belinda:  (Opening a card.)  Mom, this says “Happy Easter”.  Are you marking out “Easter” and putting “Christmas”?
Betty:  Yeah…well…I thought addressing both big church holidays in one card would make us look very in tune to the people at church…I have better cards for our other friends.
Belinda:  Whatever.  I need the keys and some money to get me some more gifts.  The spread under the tree looks a little weak.

Burt:  (Running into room.)  AAAHHHH.  Fire!

Billy:  (Excitedly running in and grabbing a blanket.)  We had a short in the lights and now the shrubs are flaming.

(Burt and Billy exit, still screaming.)

(Betty and Belinda look at each other.)

Betty:  Do you think that your Dad remembers that this happens every year?

Belinda:  Probably not.

Betty:  Well before you go shopping, what do you think about this “Flaming Christmas Tree” wrapping paper.

(Scene moves to the Blessings all in their living room finishing a prayer.)
Johnny:  …And we pray that You might use these cards to bring Your light to the lives of those that receive them.  And bless their lives this season and into the new year that they might come to know you more.  Amen.

Carolyn/Grace/Luke:  Amen!

(Family begins passing Christmas cards around for signature and comment.)

Grace:  I really hope that some of these people take us up on our invitation to come to the Christmas Eve Service this year.  That is such a cool time with all the singing and special prayers.  It is kind of like we are gathering there expecting Jesus’ birth that very night.
Carolyn:  That is what we are doing, Grace.  We gather together celebrating that birth and God often uses that time to renew our commitment to love and serve Him in the year ahead.

Luke:  Maybe before the service we could go around to some of the homes of the people that just don’t get out and take them some snacks and sing some Christmas songs.

Johnny:  I am sure that they would appreciate that.  Would you rather do that than play football in the park with your friends that afternoon?

Luke:  I will just tell the guys that I can’t play that day, and why.  That is one of the ways that I tell others about Jesus.

Carolyn:  That is pretty caring of you, Luke.  I know of three homebounds that don’t have family coming in for Christmas.  I will call and make sure that it is OK to come by.
Grace:  Hey.  Here is a card to the Haus family.  I really hope they can come this year.  They seem real nice and the kids are like the most popular at school.
Luke:  They sure are.  But it is hard to get to talk to them much because they are always off to the next thing.  It would be nice to get to slow down in the quiet calmness of a Christmas Eve service.
Johnny:  Well, it appears that you kids have some specific concerns for the Haus’.  Why don’t we have a short prayer right now asking for God to help them?  Grace, will you offer that prayer for us?
Grace:  Sure, Dad.  (Praying, family holding hands.)  God, thank you for coming to earth to live as a man and to sacrifice Your life for our sins.  We ask tonight that you make your presence known in the Haus family and help them to understand their need for you in their lives.  Please bless and protect them.  Amen.
Johnny/Carolyn/Luke:  Amen!

Carolyn:  Thanks, Grace.

Johnny:  Hey kids, why don’t we go mail these cards tonight and stop by the mall to check for angels still left on the Angel Tree?

Luke/Grace:  OK, that sounds like fun

Johnny:  (Getting up and looking out the window.)  Oh my goodness!  The Haus shrubs are on fire again tonight.  Luke, quick, grab the fire extinguisher…  Oh never mind.  Looks Billy used that sofa blanket of Betty’s to put it out.  Sure hope she gets a new one for Christmas.

Grace:  Mom, are you coming with us to the mall?

Carolyn:  I think I will pass on that trip.  I need to get going on some homemade cookies for our homebound visits and wrap a couple of gifts.  How about this “Wise Men at the manger” wrapping paper?
(Lights go dark.)
ACT V
Narrator:  Well, it happened just as many of you have told me that it would.  Over these past four weeks we have watched the Blessing and K.Haus families take different paths through this Christmas season.  We watched as they dealt with many demands: business, obedience, understanding the purpose of Christmas, and maintaining correct focus at Christmas.

The Blessings left most of their time and effort available for God to use for His desires.

The K. Haus crew used every bit of every day and dollar for what they wanted.

It appears that the K. Haus approach was more than they could handle.
(Lights come up on the K. Haus family all asleep in uncomfortable positions in the living room.  The place is a mess and they are loud sleepers.  The narrator walks through the living room.)
Consequently, Christmas morning was a meltdown.  All were up late.  Mom doing last minute shopping, Dad watching ball games, and the kids at parties.

No one was happy with their presents and each made that point very clear with little concern for the feelings of the giver.  They each finally gave out and fell asleep, exhausted from the late night activities and a morning of arguing.

(Pause, and shakes head.)

A strange, strange way to celebrate the birth of the King of Kings.

(The narrator picks up an unopened gift.)
Oh, look, here is an overlooked gift from the Blessing’s.  Don’t you love this “John 3:16” wrapping paper?
(Lights cut to all four members of the Blessing family gathered around the large family Bible.)

Luke :  (Reading from Luke 2.)  And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night.  An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified.

But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid.  I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all people.  Today, in the city of David, a Savior has been born, which is Christ the Lord.  This will be a sign to you:  You will find a baby wrapped in swaddling clothes and lying in a manger.

Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth, peace to men on whom His favor rests.”
When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.”

So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the manger.

When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what had been told them about this child, and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to them.
But Mary treasured up all these things and pondered them in her heart.

The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things they had heard and seen, which were just as they had been told.

Johnny:  Thank you for reading that, Luke.  (to Grace and Luke.)  Your Mom and I don’t tell you kids enough, but we thank God often for giving you to us to grow to love Him.  (Getting teary.)  We can’t express with words how proud we are of how you have matured and become leaders in your youth group…

Carolyn:  Oh Johnny, you are such a softie.  Luke that was a wonderful reading and we hope that both of you will continue this tradition as you move on through school and then start your own families.  There will be ever increasing pressure to lose focus of the purpose of Christmas as you get older.  Reading this account of Christ’s birth from the book of Luke will help keep you grounded.
Luke:  You know, it is really nice to get some things at Christmas, but the most fun that we seem to have is when we give some things.

Like to those that can’t really afford things.  Or like spending time with those that don’t have someone to come spend special time with them at this time of year.

Johnny:  That’s because we want to be like Jesus and that is what he would be doing if he were here today.  He would not be at Wallyworld battling with the other bargain hunting shoppers for the lowest price on the hottest item.  He would be at the shelters and hospitals and prisons visiting those that tend to be forgotten, telling them about Himself and His love for them.

Carolyn:  That is an interesting thought, Johnny.  If Jesus were here celebrating his own birth, would we see him?  Would our paths cross His because we are doing the things that He would be doing?  That should be our goal, right?  To be doing the work that He would be doing if He were here Himself?
Luke:  That’s that whole WWJD bracelet thing that we go through at retreats and summer camps.  The point is that you wear the bracelet all the time and it reminds you to ask yourself, “What would Jesus do?” in all situations.

Johnny:  You know, every Christmas gets better and better with you guys.  My favorite gift is the time that we give to do the special things that God brings along, like helping those kids from your school and Mom going shopping with Jenny from my work.  Thank you all for being so unselfish with your time.
What was your favorite gift, Carolyn?

Carolyn:  That’s easy, Johnny.  My favorite gift was this book of stories by Grace and Luke about things that they remember from their childhood.

Grace:  I’m glad you like it, Mom.  It was really fun to do.  And didn’t you just love the “Jesus is Coming Again” wrapping paper?
(Lights go dark.)
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